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The U.S. Department of State recently 
announced that it would delay its decision 
on the Keystone XL project until further 
analysis and new routes are explored. 
TransCanada is currently reviewing with 
the Department of State those new 
potential route options. It is anticipated 
that the review would be completed by 
the first quarter of 2013. 

Nebraska is also looking at options of 
re-routing through the state. Nebraska’s 
Department of Environmental Quality 
intends to conduct an environmental 
assessment to determine alternate 
routing that addresses the concerns 
regarding the Sandhills aquifer region.

Keystone XL is shovel-ready. Since 2008, 
more than 100 open houses and public 
meetings in six states have taken place 
and thousands of pages of supplemental 
information and responses to questions 
have been submitted to state and federal 
agencies. For more information, visit 
www.transcanada.com.

ENBRIDGE NORTHERN GATEWAY BUSINESS SUMMIT 2011 

In November 2011, Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipelines held its 
second Business Summit at the River Cree Resort and Conference 
Centre in Enoch (Edmonton), AB. The Summit provided an 
opportunity for members of the PLCAC to interact with various 
members in attendance. One of the highlights of the Summit was 
the announcement from Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipelines 
of the commitment to $1.5 million in core funding for a Gateway 
Education and Training Fund with the hopes of attracting funding 
from industry and government. The purpose of the Fund is to 
support training initiatives that focus on pipeline construction skills 
and safety. Over 
350 delegates 
attended the 
Summit, which 

also included representatives and members of more than 30 First Nations 
in an effort to discuss opportunities associated with the Northern 
Gateway Project.

PLCAC, in partnership with the Canadian Pipeline Advisory Council 
(CPAC), which includes our labour partners; LIUNA, Teamsters, Operating 
Engineers and United Association, participated in the Summit as an 
exhibitor to educate participants on its efforts to attract workers to the 
pipeline construction industry.

TRANSCANADA KEYSTONE XL

Source: TransCanada Corporation



ENBRIDGE  
NORTHERN GATEWAY PROJECT 

The Enbridge Northern 
Gateway Project will export 
petroleum and import 

condensate through a new twin pipeline system 
that is proposed to run from north of Edmonton, 
Alberta, to a new marine terminal in Kitimat, British 
Columbia. 
The project is currently undergoing a regulatory 
approval process led by the National Energy Board 
(NEB) and the Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Agency (CEAA). This comprehensive and rigorous 
regulatory review led by an appointed Joint Review 
Panel (JRP) will determine whether the project is 
in the public’s best interest or cause significant 
adverse effects on the environment. Final hearings 
in the review process are scheduled for June 2012. 
For more information on the Gateway Project please 
visit www.northerngateway.ca.

PCST RENEWAL REMINDER 
The PLCAC is dedicated to ensuring the safety of all persons working for its members on pipeline construction 
projects in Canada. In order to maintain this dedication of ensuring the safety of those working on pipeline 
projects, it was agreed that all employees would renew their PCST training and certificates every three years. In 
order to facilitate this, the Construction Sector Council (CSC) through their e-learning site has provided a PCST 
Certificate Renewal course. This link can be accessed by going to: http://elearning.csc‐ca.org. For any inquires or 
to renew a PCST Certificate, please contact the PLCAC at plcac@pipeline.ca. 

IPLOCA TO DEVELOP PCST EDUCATIONAL TOOL 
In coordination with the PLCAC and the Construction Sector Council (CSC), the International Pipe Line 
& Offshore Contractors Association (IPLOCA) is developing its own educational tool for pipeline safety 
drawing from the Pipeline Construction Safety Training Program (PCST) that is used by contractors in 
Canada. During its annual convention in Beijing in September 2011, IPLOCA announced to delegates the 
importance of having a safety educational tool similar to the PCST that promotes safety and best practices 

for pipeline construction.  

The PCST program serves as an important part of safety education for our industry. The course reviews how to recognize, 
assess and control hazards; how to properly and safely operate vehicles and equipment; and, how to respond to 
emergencies. For more information on the course please call the PLCAC at 905-847-9383.  

TRANSCANADA SUPPLIER SYMPOSIUM 2011 
PLCAC  attended  the  2011  TransCanada 
Annual Supplier Symposium at the 

Glenbow Museum in Calgary, AB in October 2011. TransCanada 
Exhibits included Community, Safety & Environment; Energy 
Projects; Facilities Projects; Information Systems; Keystone XL 
and Major Projects; Operations & Engineering; Pipeline Projects; 
and, Supply Chain Management. 

LEONARD BENJAMIN 1945-2011
Len Benjamin passed away on 
October 23, 2011 at the age of 
66. Len retired from the pipeline 
industry in 1995 having worked for 
O.J. Pipelines for over 20 years as 

an estimator as well as Manager of Purchasing and 
Equipment.

Source: Enbridge Inc.



PLCAC Annual Conventions

Action Dates

Reproduction of material is encouraged, please acknowledge the association’s newsletter
Contributors are invited to send material to:

Michael Gallardo, Assistant Executive Director, Pipe Line Contractors Association of Canada
Suite 201, 1075 North Service Road West, Oakville, ON L6M 2G2

Telephone: (905) 847-9383 Fax: (905) 847-7824 

E-mail: plcac@pipeline.ca Website: www.pipeline.ca

June 3–7 2012
Pipe Line Contractors Association of Canada 
58th Annual Convention 
Whistler BC

February 3–8 2012
Distribution Contractors 
Association 
51st Annual Convention
Kohala HI
Contact: Robert Darden 
972.680.0461 
dca-online.org

February 21–25 2012
Pipe Line Contractors 
Association (US)
64th Annual Convention  
Carlsbad CA 
Contact: Pat Tielborg 
214.969.2700 
plca.org 

September 10–14 2012
International Pipe Line &  
Offshore Contractors Association 
46th Annual Convention 
Istanbul Turkey
Contact: Juan Arzuaga 
41.22.306.02.30
iploca.com

October 13–16 2012
Australian Pipeline  
Industry Association 
Annual Convention 
Brisbane Australia
Contact: Steve Dobbie 
(02) 6273.0577 
apia.net.au 

June 3–7 2012 
58th PLCAC Annual Convention 
Whistler BC

May 12-16 2013
59th PLCAC Annual Convention 
Montral QC

PLCAC 
Annual Conventions 
Contact: Neil Lane 
905.847.9383  pipeline.ca

About The Cover
Our cover extends Seasons Greetings from our current PLCAC president, Nick de Koning. Nick, 
president of Robert B. Somerville Co. Limited, enjoys skiing as well as a variety of outdoor 
activities. Robert B. Somerville plans, engineers, builds and maintains oil and gas pipelines, 
power and other utilities systems and related facilities.

The artist is Holly Todd Williamson of Comart Studios. Holly creates all of the PLCAC convention 
logos and our Pipeman character seen throughout various PLCAC publications.


